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The Area Community of Canada recommends to our fraternal prayers our dear 

brother, Rosaire CÔTÉ, priest, of the Saint-Anselme Marianist Community, in Saint-

Anselme, Québec Canada, who died in the service of the Blessed Virgin Mary on June 

17, 2021, in Saint-Anselme, Québec, Canada, at the age of 89 with 71 years of religious 

profession. 

 

Rosaire Réal Côté was born in Saint-Lazare de Bellechasse, Quebec, Canada, on May 

14, 1932. He was the 11th child out of 14 in the family of Georges Côté and Marie-

Anna Labonté. This deeply Christian farming family gave three priests to the Church: 

Rosaire and Eugène as Marianist priests and Paul as a diocesan priest. 

 

From his earliest years, Rosaire wanted to dedicate himself to God. He was first 

referred to an Institute in which his uncle was a teaching brother. However, after the 

death of this uncle and having met the recruiter of the Marianists, he entered the 

postulate of Saint-Anselme in 1945 where he spent three years.  At the end of that 

time, he wrote to the Provincial: “During the past three years, the desire to consecrate 

my whole life to God through the hands of the Blessed Virgin only increased. That is 

why I ask you to accept me as a novice next year.” 



 

He entered the novitiate in 1948 and made his first profession on August 15, 1949. For 

the next three years, he continued his formation at the scholasticate of St. Mary's 

Institute in St. Anselm. He made his perpetual profession in Marynook, Galesville, 

Wisconsin, on July 19, 1953. 

 

Having obtained a bilingual teaching certificate in 1952, he was ready to start teaching. 

From 1953 to 1956, he taught at the Institut Ste-Marie de Saint-Anselme, the Marianist 

postulate; then in 1956-1957, he taught at the elementary school of Saint-David de 

l'Auberivière, a parish overlooking the majestic St-Lawrence River. Continuing his 

studies during his summer vacations, he obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree from Laval 

University in 1955. 

 

In 1957, he went to Fribourg (Switzerland) to begin his studies for the priesthood. He 

was ordained on July 17, 1960. During his stay in Fribourg, he obtained a bachelor's 

degree and a licentiate in theology. During his summer vacation from the seminary, he 

went to Rome to work in the archives. Curious and efficient, he did various historical 

researches.  He wrote: “At the request of the Superior General, and with the help of a 

Spaniard, I collected, typed, checked and prepared for printing all the Circulars of 

Father Chaminade.” 

 

Upon his return from the seminary, he did a year of pastoral work during which he 

obtained a Master's degree in Religious Sciences from St. Paul University, Ottawa, in 

1962. His thesis was entitled “The Apostolic Spirituality of Father Chaminade.” 

 

In 1962, Rosaire began an entirely new aspect of his life in mission. From 1962 to 1974, 

in Abidjan (Ivory Coast), he was chaplain at St. Paul's boarding school and, from 1966, 

at St. John Bosco, Treicheville. In addition, beginning in 1970, he was also chaplain for 

the Christian Teachers of the Ivory Coast. 

 

From 1974 to 1976, he returned to Canada for several years of rest and research, first 

(1974) at the Marianist Residence of the Campus Notre-Dame-de-Foy, Saint-Augustin-

de-Desmaures and in 1975-1976 at the Chaminade Apartment, Quebec, where he did, 

among other things, important research on a curious sect: The Apostles of infinite love. 

 

He returned to the Ivory Coast from 1976 to 1980, but this time in the north, in Korhogo 

where he was pastor of the cathedral. Then from 1980 to 1989 in Kouto where he was 

pastor of the Mission which included 25 villages. His visits to these villages often led to 



all sorts of adventures. Near the end of a letter written in 1981, after recounting a 

broken axle adventure, he wrote: “To do our work, we need a missionary faith, but also 

good health, a good car, a good budget and a spirit of adventure.” 

 

From 1990 to 1997, Father Rosaire returned to St. John Bosco College as the animator 

of the lay Marianists. From 1997 to 2003, in Abadjin-Doumé, he assisted the novice 

master. When the latter fell ill, he assumed the function of novice master. Then, from 

2004 to 2008, he offered his ministry of welcoming and listening at the Marian shrine 

in Abidjan. On the announcement of his death, the Superior General, Father André 

Fétis wrote: “He is a brother to whom I was very attached because of our common 

years in the Ivory Coast, often in difficult situations and by witnessing his unquenchable 

apostolic ardor. The young brothers kindly nicknamed him ‘the tireless missionary.’ He 

gave a lot to the mission in the Ivory Coast, to St. Paul, to St. John Bosco, to Kouto 

(his great love), to Odienné and to the Novitiate.” 

 

He returned to Canada in 2008.  Based in Saint-Augustin, he helped out in various 

parishes of the Etchemin region, while taking care of the catechumenate for adults. 

 

An inquisitive mind, steeped in history, well versed in the knowledge of Marianist 

writings, he created a sort of unpublished memorandum entitled: History of the Society 

of Mary by the Generalates. It is a schematic work, showing in broad outlines, 

everything that happened under each of the Superiors General since the foundation. 

His intention in doing this work was to provide a succinct overview especially for the 

novitiates, with a view to inviting the novices to do research to complete the contribution 

of each of the Superiors General. 

 

He was the master of the French translation of Father Eduardo Benlloch's book: The 

Origins of the Marianist Family. He had surrounded himself with a few translators and 

was working feverishly on the project. 

 

Father Rosaire was of a joyful character, a good animator, gifted for singing and studies 

and possessing, according to an expression of his superior in 1950, "an extraordinary 

memory". He was also one of those people who could immediately detect the salient 

facts about the personalities of other people and easily give them an appropriate 

nickname, mostly without malice. He was also aware of his abilities; he liked to say that 

he could “improvise easily” which he did not deny. When asked by a colleague why he 

grew a beard, he had this surprising and unexpected answer: “This is how the prophets 

are represented.” 



 

When we remember him, we will recall that he was the Canadian Marianist who was 

most aware of all the Marianist documents.  We also recall that he was inspired by 

these documents.  He made a great effort to encourage his confreres to read them. In 

addition, several documents on various subjects concerning the Society of Mary bear 

his signature. 

 

In recent years, his legs no longer were able to support him.  He spent quiet days in a 

long-term care home in Fleuribel, Honfleur, Quebec. Then, slowly, his health 

deteriorated and, after several short stays in the hospital, he went to long-term care 

homes appropriate to his condition (St-Raphaël and then St-Anselme). He passed 

away peacefully on the night of June 17, 2021, having reached the same age as 

Blessed Chaminade. 

 

The funeral, presided over by his brother Eugène, SM, was enhanced by the presence 

of Cardinal Gérald-Cyprien Lacroix who asked to attend, saying: “I do not want to 

disturb but simply pray with you and your confreres to give thanks to God for this 

servant of the Gospel.”  May he rest in peace! 
  

 


